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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-11 are pending in this Office Action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Morita 
(5,168,565) in view of Axaopoulos et al. ("Axaopoulos", 6,286,002). 

As per claim Morita, Morita teaches an intelligent document management and usage 
method, wherein a storage media in the computer is used to store a plurality of documents, and 
there is a document link point corresponding to each of the documents, the intelligent document 
management and usage method comprises: 

extracting automatically at least a keyword from each of the documents respectively, and 
using it as a plurality of attribute rows corresponding to the documents (Morita, col. 1, line 57 - 
col. 2, line 36); 

providing a keyword directory table on the display screen for user usage and 
management, wherein the keyword directory table comprises a plurality of first keyword 
directories, the first keyword directories are composed of the union of the keywords contained in 
the documents (Morita, col. 5, lines 25-48). 
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Morita does not explicitly disclose wherein, when the user selects one of the first 
keyword directories, the document link points contained in the first keyword directory are 
displayed, moreover, a parent-son hierarchical relationship of the first keyword directory and a 
plurality of second keyword directories contained in the first keyword directory is also displayed, 
wherein the second keyword directories are united by the keywords of all the documents 
contained in the first keyword directory corresponding to the upper layer except for the keyword 
of the upper layer; and wherein, when the user repeatedly processes the operation of selecting the 
lower layer keyword directory, as long as the specific keyword directory displays the document 
link point of the document needed by the user, the user can select the needed document. 
Axaopoulos discloses when the user selects one of the first keyword directories, the document 
link points contained in the first keyword directory are displayed, moreover, a parent-son 
hierarchical relationship of the first keyword directory and a plurality of second keyword 
directories contained in the first keyword directory is also displayed, wherein the second 
keyword directories are united by the keywords of all the documents contained in the first 
keyword directory corresponding to the upper layer except for the keyword of the upper layer; 
and wherein, when the user repeatedly processes the operation of selecting the lower layer 
keyword directory, as long as the specific keyword directory displays the document link point of 
the document needed by the user, the user can select the needed document (Axaopoulos, col. 6, 
lines 23-27). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to traverse the keyword directory table in the document retrieval system 
of Morita in order to retrieve the desired document. 
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As per claim 2, Morita and Axaopoulos teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed 
in claim 1, and further teach an add step and a delete step (Morita, col. 4, line 63-65, col. 13, 
lines 59-63). 

As per claim 3, Morita and Axaopoulos teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed 
in claim 2, and further teach the user adding the document link point corresponding to the 
selected document to another keyword directory related to the document; and adding at least a 
keyword to the attribute row corresponding to the document (Morita, col. 4, lines 57-67). 

As per claim 4, Morita and Axaopoulos teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed 
in claim 2, and further teach the user deleting the document link point corresponding to the 
selected document from the keyword directory; and deleting at least a keyword from the 
attribute row corresponding to the document (Morita, col. 13, lines 58-67). 

As per claim 5, Morita teaches an intelligent document management and usage method, 
wherein, a storage media stores a plurality of documents, and there is a document link point 
corresponding to each of the documents, the intelligent document management and usage 
method comprises: 

providing a document list related to the documents (Morita, col. 1, line 57 - col. 2, line 

36); 

extracting automatically at least a keyword from each of the documents, and using it as a 
plurality of attribute rows corresponding to the documents (Morita, col. 1, line 57 - col. 2, line 
36); 

obtaining a keyword list by using the keywords (Morita, col. 1, line 57 - col. 2, line 36); 
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obtaining a relationship index table according to the document list and the keyword list; 
providing a keyword directory table to the display screen for user usage and management, 
wherein the keyword directory table comprises a plurality of first keyword directories, and the 
first keyword directories are obtained according to the relationship index table (Morita, col. 1, 
line 57 -col. 2, line 36). 

Morita does not explicitly disclose when the user selects one of the first keyword 
directories, the document link points contained in the first keyword directory are displayed, 
moreover, a parent-son hierarchical relationship of the first keyword directory and a plurality of 
second keyword directories contained in the first keyword directory is also displayed, wherein 
according to the relationship index table, the second keyword directories are united by the 
keywords of all the documents contained in the first keyword directory corresponding to the 
upper layer except for the keyword of the upper layer; and wherein, when the user repeatedly 
processes the operation of selecting the lower layer keyword directory, as long as the specific 
keyword directory displays the document link point of the document needed by the user, the user 
can select the needed document. Axaopoulos discloses when the user selects one of the first 
keyword directories, the document link points contained in the first keyword directory are 
displayed, moreover, a parent-son hierarchical relationship of the first keyword directory and a 
plurality of second keyword directories contained in the first keyword directory is also displayed, 
wherein according to the relationship index table, the second keyword directories are united by 
the keywords of all the documents contained in the first keyword directory corresponding to the 
upper layer except for the keyword of the upper layer; and wherein, when the user repeatedly 
processes the operation of selecting the lower layer keyword directory, as long as the specific 
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keyword directory displays the document link point of the document needed by the user, the user 
can select the needed document (Axaopoulos, col. 6, lines 23-27). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to traverse the 
keyword directory table in the document retrieval system of Mori ta in order to retrieve the 
desired document. 

Claims 6-8 are rejected on grounds corresponding to the reasons given above for claims 

2-4. 

As per claim 9, Morita and Axaopoulos teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed 
in claim 5, except for explicitly disclosing the relationship between the document list and the 
keyword list is many-to-many. However, it is well known in the art that the relationship between 
two tables must be one of the following: many-to-many, one-to-many, many-to-one, one-to-one. 

As per claim 10, Morita and Axaopoulos teach all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claim 5, except for explicitly disclosing the relationship between the document list 
and the keyword list is one-to-many. However, it is well known in the art that the relationship 
between two tables must be one of the following: many-to-many, one-to-many, many-to-one, 
one-to-one. 

As per claim 11, Morita and Axaopoulos teach all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claim 5, except for explicitly disclosing the relationship between the document list 
and the keyword list is many-to-one. However, it is well known in the art that the relationship 
between two tables must be one of the following: many-to-many, one-to-many, many-to-one, 
one-to-one. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chongshan Chen whose telephone number is 703-305-8319. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:00 am - 4:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E Breene can be reached on (703)305-9790. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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